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had always disapproved of all their measures.   There was
not the slightest evidence of this, but everybody chose to
believe it.' - The Court was almost friendly now.   Johix
Russell had replaced him in disfavour, and Stockmar told
someone that the Queen disliked him less.   For the war
had roused her to strange heights,  and his passion for
England had now a royal echo.    So he acceded, while the
country   cheered   and   the   Queen   almost   smiled.   But
pleasure was  not  universal,  where  Mr.  Bright confided
angrily  to   his   Journal:    " Palmerston   Prime  Minister.
What a hoax !    The aged charlatan has at length attained
the great object of his long and unscrupulous ambition.
He is believed in by a shallow portion of the public, and
he has had the advantage of a ' cry * from a portion of the
Press, but it passes my comprehension how the country is
to be saved from its disasters and disgrace by a man who
is over seventy years of age, who has never been known to
do anything on which a solid reputation could be built, and
whose colleagues are, with one exception, the very men
under whose Government everything has been mismanaged/'
Mr. Cobden even aged him a trifle, and informed a friend
abroad that " all men of the age of seventy-two, with
unsatisfied ambitions, are desperadoes "; while Mr. Disraeli,
whom the nation's choice had left extremely bitter, broke
out to a great lady about " an impostor, utterly exhausted,
and at the best only ginger-beer, and not champagne, and
now an old painted pantaloon, very deaf, very blind, and
with false teeth, which would fall out of his mouth while
speaking, if he did not hesitate and halt so in his talk,
here is a man which the country resolves to associate with
energy, wisdom, and eloquence."    It was, to Mr. Disraeli,
tormented almost beyond bearing by the honeyed cup of
office brushed maddeningly past his lips, wholly inexplicable.
But such doubts were rare in 1855.    England had tried a
galaxy of Elder Statesmen, " governed for two years by all
its ablest men, who, by the end of that term, had succeeded,
by their coalesced genius, in reducing that country to a
state of desolation and despair.    ' I did not think it would